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Synopsis

Stephen Scanniello, rosarian of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s celebrated Cranford Rose Garden,
distills his formidable practical knowledge into "A Year of Roses," charting month-to-month the tasks
necessary for keeping roses healthy and enhancing their beauty. Scanniello stresses the need for a
more hands-on approach to the art of growing beautiful roses. With intelligent simplicity and
inspiriting charm, "A Year of Roses" teaches everything: how to choose, order, store, plant, protect,
and maintain your roses. Also included here is practical rose culture information for all horticultural
zones, significant historical facts, personal anecdotes, detailed black-and-white line drawings and,

throughout, Scanniello’s unique expertise.
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Customer Reviews

A year of Roses is an excellent reference book for rose gardeners of all varieties. The author
conveniently breaks the book down in chapters by month. This allows one to quickly reference what
should be done at a certain time of year. | read this book one chapter a month over the course of
the year and my roses were the beneficiary. It is certain that | will refer back to this book frequently

for years to come. | give this book my highest recommendation.

Stephen Scanniello’s love for the rose comes across in the way he cares for his roses. His book is
neither a coffee table book or a "dry" instructional tome. This is a book you take out in the garden
with you. You and Stephen pratice together what is going to make your rose garden look like you

always wanted it to be.Jack M. Bilson Jr. Consulting Rosarian



Well written guide to caring for roses - how to prune; graft; fertilize; steal cuttings. Written by the
Brooklyn Botanical garden director. He has published some excellent guides to roses (maybe other
plants too, don’t remember).Worth having - | borrowed from library about 4 times before | bought my

own well used copy.

I’'m not a rose nut, but I've raised or tried raising roses in many locations (New Jersey, New Delhi,
Copenhagen, Rhode Island), with several approaches (Bayer’s all in one fertilizer/control, rosetone
only, miracle grow, horse manure and mulch). Scanniello’s book is by far the best book I've read on
roses. He organizes it by month, what you need to be doing or thinking about every month of the
year if you enjoy growing roses. It is the most logical, least ‘cranky’ approach I've seen. It also is
written by a real writer who just loves everything about roses. Scanniello’s love and enthusiasm
about every aspect of managing a big rose garden comes across to any one who enjoys these
plants, and wants to be a better rose grower.A lot of rose books are either way too technical and not
able to explain why something is important, or they are picture books of impossibly perfect plants
being displayed by professional growers. This is a beautiful book written with a life time of
experience and lifetime of teaching how to get the best from your roses. It is the only rose book |
would recommend, and | would recommend it to beginners or ’experts.’ It's like having a wise
patient friend right at hand for those days or summers when your roses just drive you nuts.Oh,
Amzon’s price was a third of the books cost in Barnes and Noble, | used the free shipping option

and no sales tax. This was a great deal and it arrived in four days.

| am half way through this book. It is a delightful, helpful read about the planting and maintenance of
roses throughout the year. The book has many helpful tips and fresh information that gives me
confidence in having roses. In addition, each chapter includes, at the end, helpful links and
suggested rose-related organizations to join and/or support. My only disappointment is that the

author did not include a comprehensive list of recommended roses.

Wonderful,very informative. | could hardly put this book down. | will continue to use Stephen’s
information each month as a reference for my rose garden. | would highly recommend this book to

advanced as well as beginner rose enthusiast.

As a mainly vegetable grower | slowly became interested in roses after attending a lecture by Mr

Scanniello. As | listened to him and later read his book | learned of the amount of hard work



involved in maintenance, the battles with numerous bugs and diseases, the rose growers’
obsessions to achieve a decent rose, and | was almost put off.So for the time being | have decided
to renovate the sad looking roses | already have before buying any new ones. | found the book
especially useful as the information is categorized by the month. If | am successful it will be due
mainly to Mr Scanniello.The only one annoyance | have with my edition is that it is full of typos. |

hope future edition will have removed them, as they are a poor reflection on this remarkable book.

On the recommendation of our local paper | got this from the library, then had to buy my own. If you
like roses, this has go to be on your shelf. Among other things | learned that | can garden year
‘round, despite Pittsburgh winters--the roses can always use a little more pruning. | am more
confident in my pruning, and | have learned how the handle the attack rose--the 12’ bush that lashes
out at every one who comes near, usually aiming for the eyes with its long thick thorns. Gently

humorous and richly informing--I can’t garden without it.
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